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An answer
for the child
who can’t read

It's probably the way you learned to read.
Remember? You were shown a written word, maybe
“ dog.” The teacher read the word. Then you talked
about dogs, and perhaps the teacher read you a story
about them. The next time the word was shown, you
were expected to remember it. If you were a good
student you memorized about 350 words in this
fashion by the end of the first grade.
Most likely in the process, you were taught some
phonics, but not enough. You read books with plots as
interesting as “ Look, look, look. See Spot go.”
This method was developed in the 1800s for
teaching deaf-mute children to read. No one knows
why, 50 years ago, it replaced the phonetic method in
regular schools. And more than a few people wish it
never had.
Oma Riggs is one who believes “ look-say” should
be removed from our schools immediately. She
travels across the country, under the auspices of the
Foundation, giving phonics workshops. (For more
information on the method she teaches, see the
accompanying article.) She was brought to the
University in October by the Center for Continuing
Education and Summer Programs.
Riggs claims that any child can be reading in only a
few months if he first learns the sounds of his
language. After he has learned the sounds, he can join
them into words and then into sentences and
paragraphs.
A child can learn to read and spell in the same lesson

if phonics is taught correctly. He learns to hear each of
the sounds of the language and to write the
corresponding letters. He also learns to spell, because
he learns why words are pronounced the way they
are.
Another advantage of phonics is that after a firstgrader has learned all the sounds, he can read all of
the 10,000 or so words he knows. He is not restricted to
simple, and often dull, first-year texts; his reading
vocabulary is not limited to the 350 words he would
memorize by “ look-say.”
Theoretically he is able to read just about
anything—and some children do. One Hamilton boy
who was taught phonics in the first grade read 1,000
books before the year was over.
Why is phonics not being taught in all schools?
Because a lot of people disagree with the method. For
example, Lois Dove, who teaches reading methods to
UM elementary education students, introduces many
methods to her students and lets them decide, but she
prefers what she calls the “ language experience
approach,” one variety of “ look-say.” A child is
introduced to the meaning of a word as he learns to
recognize it.
Dove believes it is the “ natural way” to read, and
claims the phonetics approach is confusing to a child.
'“ Why go through phonetic rules if you can learn it by
sight?” She isn't totally against teaching phonics, she
continued on page three

by Judy Hensel

Brian came home from his first day of school
looking a little perplexed.
“ Did you like school?” I asked. “ Is your teacher
nice?”
“ Yeah. . .but, mom, they didn't teach us to read
today.” ,
I laughed. “ Wait a while, it's only the first day.” I
was encouraged by his enthusiasm, and could only
hope it would last.
Like Brian, every child begins school wanting to
learn to read. Unfortunately many are soon
disappointed. Some quickly realize they are the
“ slow” learners and become discouraged.
Others—ironically often the very bright—become
frustrated with slow teaching methods and never
learn to read or write properly.
However, it doesn't have to be that way. Any child
can learn to read, according to Pauline Garnella, state
chairman of the Reading Reform Foundation. “ If he
can walk to school,” she said, “ he can learn to read.”
That may be hard to believe, if you keep in mind our
educational failures.. .the high school graduates who
can't write a college composition. . ,the 23 million
American adults who can't decipher the instructions
on a medicine bottle or answer a help-wanted ad.
But the Reading Reform Foundation, which is a
nonprofit, voluntary association, devotes itself to an
uncom plicated answer to our educational
problem—an answer that has been ignored and
ridiculed for years: the teaching of phonics.
Phonics isn't something new, you might say, but
unless your children are learning phonics first, they
are being taught to read by a method the Foundation
considers a failure. It's called the “ look-say,"
“ configuration” or “ whole-word” method.
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Jon Masters and Brian Hensel practice reading and
writing at home with Shari Lister Masters.

S hould you teach your child to read?
by Judy Hensel

Your child can't read as well as he should, and
you'd like to help. Or maybe he's doing well, and
you'd like to give him the individual attention he can't
get in school. But you've been told by well-meaning
teachers and friends that home-teaching only
confuses children.
Bunk!
So says Pauline Garnella, state chairman of the
Reading Reform Foundation and former teacher, who
is now tutoring in Hamilton. She believes that no one
can teach better than a father or mother.
In fact, anyone can instruct a child to read if the
right attitude and method are used, she said. “ You
must assume that the child is bright and teach that
way. For years educators have assumed that 10 to 20
per cent of our children can't be taught to read
because of learning disabilities.
“ But, it's not that they can't read because they have
learning disabilities, they have learning disabilities
because they can't read."
And sometimes children are sent needlessly to
special classes for slow learners. Such was the case of a
sixth-grader in a learning-disability class who could
barely read three-word sentences. But after his
mother tutored him in reading for more than a year.

he was reading- on his own level and improving his
other subjects as a result.
Oma Riggs, who teaches phon ics across the cou ntry
for the Foundation, has seen many more examples in
her travels. There was a second-grade girl in Omaha
who was considered hyperactive and unable to learn.
Riggs gave-the child several tests and discovered she
was unusually bright. With some coaching from
home, the girl was soon on her way to catching up
with her classmates.
And what is the correct method? Both Garnella and
Riggs believe that phonics is the best—both at school
and at home. (The Reading Reform Foundation exists
to bring the phonetic method of reading back to our
schools. See accompanying article.)
Riggs was on campus in October to introduce a
phonics method that has been very successful: the
Spalding method. Riggs learned the Spalding system
of phonics 20 years ago when she was teaching in New
York's Spanish Harlem. She decided to use the
method until she found something better; she's still
using it and teaching it to other educators and parents.
The Spalding method was develped by Romalda
Bishop Spalding, a Hawaii reading specialist. It is based
on the premise that English is a phonetic language and
has 70 common sounds (phonograms). The sounds are

represented by 26 letters and 44 combinations of two,
three or four letters, such as “ qu,” “ igh,” “ kn” and
“ sh.”
Children are taught the sounds of the phonograms
as they and the teacher or parent say and write them
together. Thus they are reading, spelling and writing
in one lesson.
After the children learn the sounds (in just a few
weeks if taught every day), they learn to blend them
together to make complete words. They then learn to
make words into sentences and sentences into
paragraphs. By the end of the first quarter of the first
grade, children can compose and print original
sentences.
Every teacher who has learned the Spalding method
from Riggs has taught it. The teachers who learned it
during her September workshop in Hamilton are no
exception. The kindergarten, first-grade and secondgrade teachers at Ravalli elementary school already
are teaching their students the phonograms.
Judy Rummel, the Ravalli kindergarten teacher, is
teaching Spalding phonics because it “ makes sense.”
She is frustrated with the common notion that
kindergarten children aren't ready to read or
write—or even to hold a pencil. And the textbooks
and materials don't help. “ The book authors are so
busy being cute," Rummel said, “ they don't teach
children the sound of the letters. A little common
sense is needed in the very beginning, when children
are at their prime time for learning.”
continued on page three

W here the
(student)
action is
by Ron Righter

There was just a whisper of trouble at first. A few
news articles hinted at something happening north of
the border, at a place called Cabin Creek. A coal mine,
they said, though not an underground mine, which is
dug and sealed and abandoned. Instead, it would be
an open-pit mine, like those that slashed into the
mountains of Applachia. Massive quantities of rock
and soil overburden would be removed to expose the
coal to the maw of the steam shovel. Two mountains
would be destroyed, and the overburden would sit,
waiting for the rains to wash it into the creek, then into
the North Fork of the Flathead River. Clouds of silt and
clay would darken the water— water that flows into
Flathead Lake, one of Montana's most valuable
recreation areas.
It was then, two years ago, that the University's
Student Action Center (SAC) attacked the issue. Its
staff decided to join the Flathead Coalition, a group of
business, civic and environmental organizations
troubled with the possible effects of the Cabin Creek
mine on U. S. waters. SAC's contribution has been
invaluable—it has given more time and money than
any of the Coalition's 27 other members.
“ Of course, we hope we're serving the Coalition,
and the community/' said Dave Hadden, coordinator
of SAC's involvement in the Coalition and senior in
zoology. “ But we like to think we're learning
something to o /'
Hadden is one of SAC's five staff members, all of
whom are students. He works 20 hours a week with
the Flathead Coalition, and devotes most of his time to
the Coalition newsletter. SAC has published three
issues in the past year and plans another for the near
future. The newsletter articles are mostly staff-written,
and cover such subjects as water quality studies of the
North Fork of the Flathead, U. S. legislation designed
to protect the river from pollution, alternative energy
sources, and the activities of Canadian environmental
groups working on Cabin Creek.
Apart from the newsletter, SAC serves the Coalition
in other ways, the most notable being participation in
the steering committee—an 11-member group that
guides the Coalition's actions and decisions. It also
handles other tasks, such as scheduling influential
speakers and designing and printing informational
posters.
Although SAC works heavily with the Flathead
Coalition, it also uses its organizational talents in
conjunction w ith other environm ental and
community groups. For example, staff members are
working with Friends of the Rattlesnake, a citizen's
group concerned with land use in the Rattlesnake

mountains north of Missoula. They're also keeping
watch on the Kootenai River in extreme northwestern
Montana, where a dam and metal-mining operation
have been proposed.
On the community level, SAC has worked with
Citizens for Unification, a Missoula-based group that
supports the merger of city and county government.
SAC has also worked on mass transit proposals for the
Missoula area, and tried—unsuccessfully—to form a
local tenant's union.
Housing in Missoula is a problem for many
University Students, and SAC has moved in to help. It
has (conducted a survey to focus more precisely on
specific student housing problems, and is formulating
and evaluating possible solutions. (For example, one
proposal is to use student money to build off-campus
houses for students.)
SAC's staff is now gearing up to do legislative
research for certain civic, environmental and
consumer groups in Montana. For information, they'll
rely on the University's faculty and libraries.
Since SAC is funded by students, it keeps a tight
check on current projects and scrutinizes new
proposals carefully.
“ We might discuss an idea for a half hour or more,
and then take a vote on it," Hadden said. “ We've
rejected quite a few ideas because they just didn't
seem to be in the student's interest."
To determine just what student interest is, SAC
plans to survey student support of its programs—in

Dusk on Flathead Lake, which students in the Student
Action Center are helping to protect.

How to express yourself

—

and keep your friends
by Joyce James

So your wife, girl friend, mother, daughter or sister
has just announced she is taking an assertiveness
training class, and you're worried about what it all
means.
Relax, she hasn't become a hard-core women's
libber overnight. She just may be tired of feeling that
you make all the decisions and dominate the
conversations. She may be ready to tell you she has
rights, a brain, feelings and ideas. She may want to let
you and the world know she is around for more than
decoration.
To learn the necessary communication skills, she
has joined an assertiveness training class taught every
quarter at the Women's Resource Center by the
Montana Assertiveness Training Collective for
Women.
The collective formed last year to head the
assertiveness training classes started by individuals in
1974. The classes help women overcome years of
socialization that have forced them to be submissive,
passive and dependent.
And helping women means helping society,
according to Judy Smith, a member of the collective
who was instrumental in starting the classes. Smith,
who has a Ph. D. in molecular biology, has been a UM
women's studies instructor and coordinator of the
Women's Resource Center.
Smith said that female passiveness has deprived
society of the contributions its women can make. And
of course it has also deprived women. According to
Smith, man/woman relationships have been one
sided, with women feeling inferior and frustrated. But
2

these problems are reversible, and Smith believes part
of th$ solution depends on women becoming more
assertive.
An assertive person expresses feelings honestly,
without undue anxiety and without hurting the
feelings of others.
“ Learning to be assertive means beginning to
question your rights and the rights of others," Smith
said. “ It is saying 'I care for myself first, but I will take
into consideration your feelings. And I expect the
same of y o u /"
That isn't to say assertiveness is the answer to all
problems. It's not. But it is a way to react to situations, a
way to calculate what will happen in a given instance,
and to prepare for it. If a woman has been assertive in a
situation, she'll know it. She'll feel good living with
herself afterwards.
Conversely, a passive woman lets herself be taken
advantage of. When that happens, she gets angry with
herself and others. Perhaps she feels others are more
important than she and consequently fails to express
and protect her feelings and ideas. A passive woman
sometimes becomes resentful of the way she is
treated. Feeling the pressure and tension build, finally
she explodes. She then becomes aggressive—stating
her position too forcefully, driving others into a
corner, accomplishing nothing.
Assertiveness training can make that same woman
happier and more confident. Here's how it works:
In class, skits are presented to demonstrate passive,
aggressive and assertive behavior, and the results of
each. In one skit, for example, a woman wants to ask a
visiting friend not to smoke. She uses the passive

cluding the Flathead Coalition. But even without
definite data, Hadden believes there is little doubt
that many University students are interested in the
Coalition. (Over 500 people attended a public forum
on the Flathead Coalition sponsored by SAC at the
University; at least as many heard environmental
writer Michael Frome speak on the Cabin Creek issue,
and more than 200 people from the Missoula area,
many of them students, have paid the $5 membership
fee to join the Coalition.)
Of course, not all students are actively interested in
the Cabin Creek situation. Many, in fact, have little or
no interest in any of Montana's crucial environmental
problems.
“ In any student population you're going to get
quite a few who don't give a hang," Hadden said. “ But
here at the University we do have a concerned
minority supporting the Coalition."
The chance to support the Coalition—and SAC —is
avaliable to any interested person. Students who don't
have the time or qualifications to hold a staff position
can work on a volunteer basis, choosing to help with
whatever specific project they wish.
According to Hadden, student participation is
rarely a wasted effort. Not only is the project helped
and advanced, but so, in most cases, is the student.
“ If a student doesn't take on other responsibilities
while he's in school," Hadden said, “ he'll miss a lot of
important experiences. And in the end, he'll short
change himself."
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approach, which goes something like this:
A woman, Beth we'll call her, is irritated by a guest's
cigarette smoke. Beth drops hints—she rubs her eyes,
coughs, acts uncomfortable. Perhaps she's bold
enough to attempt a quick frown at the drifting
s(poke. But the hints are too subtle; the guest doesn't
get the message, or perhaps chooses to ignore it.
The aggressive approach is different, but not better.
Witness:
Beth boldly says that she does not like smoking in
her house; it smells and gets ashes on the rug and
bothers her eyes and nose. Her friend will almost
assuredly put out the cigarette, but not without
embarrassment and perhaps resentment.
The assertive approach is different—and better.
Bothered by smoke, Beth points to the plants she
has displayed in the room. “ They have a way of
turning brown when somebody smokes near them,"
Beth says. “ Could we go to the porch while you
smoke?" The last is not as much question as statement.
Now the problem is solved. The guest realizes that
smoking is undesirable, and either indeed moves to
the porch or offers to extinguish the cigarette. Either
way, a friendly alternative has been established. There
are no strains, no hostilities.
Obviously, learning to be assertive requires a
passive woman to change radically.
“ In fact," said Judy Smith, “ being in the
assertiveness training class is being committed to
changing." And, Smith said, every woman who has
taken the course claims it has changed her life.
How does it change them?
The changes vary with each woman. Some say they
can now discuss things they never talked about
before—things that they perhaps wanted to discuss,
but never could. Some decided to go to work at a
career. And most realize they have a right to their own
interests, to equal pay and job opportunities; they
discover they can say “ no" when they want. In short,
they discover themselves.
Profiles

news
TV program offered
for academic credit
Sunday-afternoon television in the winter means
NBA games, ‘"60 Minutes," "Disneyland" — and, if
you live in Montana, a chance to earn a couple of
University credits.
Beginning in January, Montana viewers can tune in
to 12 locally produced programs, each a different view
of "Montana as Science Sees It." And those interested
can watch them for University credit.
Each film has its own producer, director and
scientific adviser. All were produced by Montana
filmmakers in conjunction with Montana's colleges
and universities. They will be shown as half-hour
programs every Sunday for 12 weeks on the Montana
Television Network (MTN), which serves the entire
state.
The programs are being funded primarily through a
$80,000 grant from the National Science Foundation.
They will resemble the Public Broadcasting System's
"Nova" series, according to Jim Cox, UM professor of
chemistry and director of the project. Montana's
natural and social history will be emphasized, he said.
Some topics to be covered are Montana's winter
sky, the state's mining history and the geology of its
high plains. The computer in Montana will be
discussed, as well as the state's waters, wild flowers
and native birds.
Information about how to earn credit for watching
the series can be obtained from the Center for
Continuing Education and Summer Programs,
University of Montana, Missoula.

An answer for the
child who can’t read
"jpotitinued' from page one

~

;

N e w dean plans
~ "

sard, but disagrees with the Foundation on how much
and how soon.
Diane Rupert, who teaches remedial reading at the
University, believes a university should introduce all
methods to potential teachers. She objects to teaching
a strict phonetic approach, she said, because phonics
makes sense for only some kids. She claims the
children who already know how to read—the
exceptional students—will be turned off if forced to
learn phonics.
A major portion of the opposition comes from
those who will lose money if "look-say" is abandoned.
And those who stand to lose the most are the large
publishing companies, which are making millions of
dollars on "look-say" texts, workbooks and other
paraphernalia.
For example, a kindergarten program was
published by one of the major book companies
several years ago. The program had 52 softback books
to teach only 100 words. The books were for one-time
use, therefore 52 new books had to be bought for
each child each year.
No one denies there is a reading crisis in our
schools, but no one agrees on how to stop it. Many
believe the problem can't be halted simply by
changing teaching methods. They lay the blame
elsewhere: on glandular abnormalities, pituitary
disturbances, undescended testicles, impoverished
home lives, too much (or too little) television,
crowded classrooms, ineffective teachers, physical or
mental disabilities and more.
But the reading Reform Foundation is not blaming
anyone or anything, just the method. Above all, it
would like to see the blame lifted from the children.
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Beth Chadwick, cinematographer, shoots film on
Montana wildflowers. The film is one o f ten to be
televised statewide beginning in January in a series
called " Montana as Science Sees It."

w eekend courses
James Hall was amazed when he first came to the
University of Montana. With the noise and crowds of
Chicago still on his mind, he found it hard to believe a
campus could be deserted on the weekends.
An empty campus may be acceptable to most, but to
a new dean of continuing education and summer
programs, it appeared as a vast waste of
time—valuable time that could be used for extension
classes.
Saturdays and Sundays are the only free times many
people have to take University classes. Hall, who was
dean of the College of Continuing Education at
Roosevelt University, Chicago, has many plans for the
future; one of them is a weekend university.
Hall wants to extend the University to more
Montanans, and new rules adopted recently by the
state Board of Regents of Higher Education will help
him. Continuing education courses will now be
funded by the state. Faculty members, who have
taught extension courses only on an over-time basis in
the past, will teach the classes as part of their regular
teaching loads.
The new rules will allow for a broader range of
extension classes. Hall said, and faculty can teach
them, with the same energy and enthusiasm they give
to their regular classes. State legislators will be willing
to appropriate the larger amount of money needed to
fund continuing education courses. Hall believes,
because the courses will benefit all Montanans.
Hall wants to increase University services in the
eastern and northern parts of the state. He wants to

Should you teach
your child to read?
continued from page one

Judith Daniels, first grade teacher at Lone Rock
(near Stevensville), is another Spalding convert. She
started teaching Spalding phonics the morning after
her first class with Riggs.
"I saw the method had terrific merit," she said. "It's
the first logical method I've ever seen." Her children
knew all 70 phonograms after only five weeks.
How do the children like it?

Jim Lynk photo

establish centers in Helena, Glendive, Great Falls,
Dillon and Billings to provide the people of those
areas w ith University extension classes and
information.
A series of instructional and informational radio
programs, some to be offered for credit, also are
planned for the near future.

James Hall

"They are excited, Daniels said, "because they
know they are actually learning to read. One boy said,
'We learned to read already and we've only been in
school two months I'"
Spalding isn't the only phonic method that brings
results. The Associated Press has produced a book
written by Kathryn Diehl, director of research of the
Reading Reform Foundation, and G. K. Hodenfield. It
is called "Johnny Still Can't Read—But You Can Teach
Him at Home." It outlines a simple, methodical way of
teaching phonics at home.
No matter what method you choose, no one will
claim teaching a child to read is easy. It takes a lot of
patience, and perhaps some parents aren't suited for
it. But if you'd like to help your child—for whatever
reason—it's well worth trying.
3

alumnotes
PHILLIPS X. '18 and DORIS DANIELS '18donated $1,000 to
the law school in memory of the late Clarence R. Prescott.
The Daniels live in Denver, Colo.

30s
ANNIE JEAN STEWART ALLISON '31 recently moved to
Arizona after living 20 years in the Midwest and Florida.
T. CLYDE BANFIELD '32 retired after teaching for 42 years,
28 at General Motors Institute. He and his wife are living in
Wickenburg, Ariz.
KARL ERICKSON '32 retired after 40 years as an employe
of School Dist. 1 in Great Falls. He was assistant
superintendent for business during the last 10 years. He is
supervising the secondary student teachers, who come to
Great Falls from the University, and teaching a course one
night a week.
TANA WILKINSON LARSON '39 passed the registered
dietitian exam and is working as a consultant dietitian in
small hospitals and nursing homes in northwestern North
Dakota. She is also w ith the M inot Commission on Aging.

40s

MILLER MATTHEWS JR. '50 is senior vice president and
investment officer at the Helena headquarters o f the
Northwestern Union Trust Co.
RUSSELL CLARK '51, president of Parker Montana Co. in
Billings, has been named to the board o f directors of
Security Bank.
* •
BOB MALMSTAD '53 is director of training. W orld Wide
Services, for Continental O il Co. in Houston, Tex. His wife,
BETTY MALMSTAD '61, is a guidance counselor in the
Cypress-Fairbanks school district and is completing a
second master's degree in education administration.
PATSY ANDERSON BROWN '56 spent two weeks in the
People's Republic o f China as a member o f the Kellogg
Foundation Group Three. The program is designed to
promote better understanding between countries.
NORMA SANDERS '55 is owner-manager o f June's
Aviation in Mesa, Ariz. She was profiled in the Women in
Business section o f the Arizona Weekly Gazette in June.
CHARLES OLSON '56, assistant plant controller fo r Crown
ZeUerbach in Los Angeles, Calif., received his master's
degree in business administration from California State
University, Fullerton.
BILL MITCHELL '57, an agronomist researcher w ith the
University of Alaska Agriculture Experiment Station, has
developed a tundra grass which w ill be used for
revegetation along the Alaska pipeline.
TEDDY WALLACE ROE '59 received his Ph.D. at John
Hopkins University in Baltimore, M d., this spring.

60s

50s

DANIEL DYKSTRA '42 is vice president and senior trust
officer fo r Northwestern Union Trust Co. He lives in Helena.

degrees. He received his M.D. from Saint Louis University in
1941 and his J.D. from UM in 1964. He practices both his
professions in Missoula.
ROBERT '64 and JO ANNE HEBERLY NOFSINGER '64 are
living in Pullman, Wash., where Bob is an assistant professor
of speech communication at Washington State University.
JoAnne is resource room teacher in Moscow, Idaho, public
schools.
FRANZ WILHELM FLEIG '65 was promoted to major in the
Army Transportation Corps at New Orleans, La.
HOWARD PIRCH '65 completed his pathology residency
and joined the pathology staff o f Saint Anthony Hospital in
Denver, Colo.
CARL RIECKMANN '65 is th e new publisher o f the
Tobacco Valley News in Eureka. He has been legislative
assistant to Congressman John Melcher.
JERRY VARNER '65 is president and general manager o f
Palmyra Lumber Co. in Palmyra, Pa.
DAVID HOWLETT '66 is an editor w ith the Oxford English
Dictionary in Oxford, England.
Capt. GEORGE PECK '68 was graduated from the
squadron officer school at Maxwell AFB, Ala. He was
assigned to Camp New Amsterdam AB, Netherlands, for
duty as an information officer.
MARVIN STALLCOP '68 completed his doctoral studies at
Arizona State University in music education. He teaches
music at Northwest Nazarene College in Nampa, Idaho.
JUDY JENKINS LOWDER '69 is a fourth-grade teacher fo r
the Ripon Unified School District in Ripon, Calif.
Capt. CRAIG McCOLLOR '69 was graduated from the Air
University's academic instructor course at Maxwell AFB,
Ala. He has been assigned to the University o f Minnesota at
Duluth as an assistant professor o f aerospace studies.

SYBIL R. S. BROWN '63 is retired from teaching and living
in St. Francis, Kan.
CHARLES PATRICK BROOKE J.D. '64 is one o f less than
200 people in the country who holds both medical and law

ARNOLD BOLLE '37, form er dean o f forestry at the
University, is serving as interim academic v ic e '
president.

Byron Bayers

Frances Elge

Four honored for
distinguished service
Four University alumni received the 1976
Distinguished Service Award from the Alumni
Association during Homecoming activities in
October.
The winners are Stanley Ames '40, who is in charge
of Kodak's biochemistry research laboratory in
Rochester, N.Y.; Byron Bayers '52, a Twin Bridges
rancher; Judge Frances Elge, J.D. ^30, '38, Indian
Probate judge in Billings, and Earl Sykes '26, M.A. '31,
professor emeritus of education and president

Earl Sykes

emeritus of West Chester State College in West
Chester, Pa.
Since 1959, the award has been presented annually
to UM alumni or former students who have brought
honor to the University or themselves by
distinguished service to the University, the state or the
nation.
Ames is senior research associate for the health and
nutrition research division of Kodak's Tennessee
Eastman Research Laboratory. He has devoted much
of his professional life to clearing away some of the
controversy and confusion about vitamin E. He and his
colleagues were the first to develop an internationally
accepted method for determining vitamin E content
in human and animal foods.
Bayers is president of the American Hereford Assn,
and operates a 12,000-acre ranch, which has 1,000
head of purebred Hereford stock. This summer he was
one of two U.S. delegates to the World Hereford
Conference and was named chairman of the World
Export Committee.
Judge Elge was one of 11 women in the nation to be
named “ Woman of the Month” as part of the
Department of Interior's celebration of International
Women's Year in 1975. Elge was the first woman
county attorney in Lewis and Clark County. She
served as administrative assistant to Jeannette Rankin
during her term in the House of Representatives.

Stanley Ames
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Sykes began his professional career as an educator
in Montana schools for 12 years. He served at West
Chester State College as professor of educational
psychology and in several other posts. He was
president from 1962 until he retired in 1969. The new
Earl F. Sykes College Union Building at the College
was dedicated in his honor last year.

ROBERT MULLER '69 has begun a two-year tour o f duty in
Kisumu, Kenya, and Nyegezi, Tanzania, as a fisheries
biologist fo r Offshore Fisheries Research. He is working for
the East African Community, which includes Kenya and
Tanzania, on a freshwater fisheries research project.
CHARLES SCHUYLER '69, J.D. 75 is deputy county
attorney in the County Attorney's office in Missoula.
HOWARD VRALSTED '69 is vice president and office
manager for the Billings office of the Northwestern Union
Trust Co.

70s
EILEEN ANDERSEN HANKS 70 is school librarian at
Sehome High School in Bellingham, Wash., and recently
finished her M.A. in library science at the University of
Washington.
MELVIN CROSS 70 was named as one o f the first
recip ie n ts o f the Dawson C ollege F o u n d a tio n ’s
Distinguished Alumni Awards. He is assistant professor of
economics at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Capt. GARY CZYPINSKI 70 was graduated from the
squadron officer school at Maxwell AFB, Ala., and is an F-4
Phantom weapons systems officer at Elmendorf AFB, Alaska.
Capt. LARRY DOBB 70 was graduated from the squadron
officer school at Maxwell AFB, Ala., and is a security police
officer at O ffutt AFB, Neb.
GEORGE LOSLEBEN 70, staff counsel fo r the State Labor
Relations Bureau and State Personnel Division, Helena, was
appointed a member of the State Labor Law Committee of
the Labor Relations Section o f the American Bar Assn.
ROY MILES 7 0 is director of material and product
management for the Leprino Cheese Co. in Denver, Colo.
JAMES PURDY 70 was elected vice president o f Eastside
Bank o f Montana in Great Falls.
Profiles

JOSEPH GHIRARDO "40 is treasurer o f Del M onte
Corp. in San Francisco, Calif. He has been w ith the
company since 1947.
KEN ROBERTSON "70, m anaging e d ito r o f the
Independent Record newspaper in Helena fo r the last year
and a half, has begun working as city e ditor o f the Tri-City
Herald in Kennewick, Wash.
Capt. STEPHEN D. WATT 70 was graduated from the
squadron officer school at Maxwell AFB, Ala., and has been
assigned to Malmstrom AFB, M ont., fo r duty as a missile
combat crew commander instructor.
NAOM I WATTS 70 is chief o f therapeutics and dietetic
education at Deaconess Hospital in Spokane, Wash., and has
been selected as a Washington State Recognized Young
Dietitian for 1976.
STEPHEN WEISS 70 is an outdoor recreation planner fo r
the Bjureau o f Land Management.
IttE N CARUSO 71 was appointed director o f § the
University o f Colorado at Denver Alum ni and Friends. She
lives in Englewood, Colo.
STEPHEN DILL 71 is the new Ely Lilly Inc. pharmaceutical
representative fo r the western Montana area. He lives in
Missoula.
LARRY KRUMWEIDE 71 was promoted to industrial
relations director for Brooks-Scanlon Corp. in Bend, Ore.
BARBARA COLE McMANUS 7 2 is teaching at the Special
Education Center in Great Falls.
CYNTHIA COLIER KLIMAS 72 is the news and
publications supervisor fo r the O ffice o f the Superintendent
o f Public Instruction in Helena.
RALPH DREYER 7 2 is employed at the First Federal
Savings and Loan o f Kalispell.
GENE MASSMAN 72, technical manual editor fo r the Air
Force at McClellan AFB, Sacramento, Calif., received official
letters o f appreciation fo r jo b performance.
MILDREN PRIEBE 7 2 received her master's degree in
special education and is teaching children w ith learning
problems in Astoria, Ore.

JOAN SUTTON 72 is employed by the State Department
and is assigned to the American embassy in M onrovia,
Liberia, as an administrative executive secretary.
THOMAS FITZPATRICK 73 was appointed special
assistant to the president-elect o f the American Bar Assn. He
lives in Anaconda.
RANDY GRAY '73, J.D. 7 6 was appointed deputy county
attorney for the Cascade County Attorney's office. He lives
in Great Falls.
STEVE JERHOFF 73 is a member o f the merchandising staff
at the Portland headquarters o f the United Grain Corp.
JANET WELLHOUSER 73 has joined Thrifty's drug store in
Anaconda as a pharmacist.
VERN BRENNER 74 was named vice principal fo r Custer
County High School and Miles City Junior High.
KENNETH HANSON 74 was prom oted to lieutenant in
the Air Force. He is a deputy missile combat crew
commander at Malmstrom AFB, M ont., and serves w ith a
unit o f the Strategic A ir Command.
PEGGY PATRICK 74 is teaching English conversation
classes in a secondary school in France during the 1976-77
academic year.
BRENDA GURNEY 75 is employed at Osco Drug in
Anaconda as*a pharmacist and manager-trainee.
STEVE HELMBRECHT 75 joined the staff at Helmbrecht
Studio in Havre. He had been a publishing representative in
Spokane, Wash., fo r Josten's American Yearbook Co.
IVAN KAYS 75 is employed as a pharmacist at Thrifty's
drug store in Anaconda.
Capt. JAMES McGUIRE '75 received his second award of
the Air Force Commendation Medal at Wright-Patterson
AFB, Ohio. He is a programming analyst with a unit o f the Air
Force System Command.
RANDALL REA 75 has begun a year o f pre-med studies at
Montana State University in Bozeman. He w ill enter medical
school at the University of Washington School o f M edicine
in Seattle next year.

M OLLIE ILER '53 was a p p o in te d assistant
agricultural attache at the U. S. Embassy in Brussels,
Belgium. She has been a marketing specialist fo r the
Foreign Agricultural Service since 1974.

Capt. MYRON SUPER 75 is a systems program officer
assigned at Malmstrom AFB, M ont.
WILLIAM VOLBERS JR. '75 is an account representative in
the sales department with the Coca-Cola Bottling Co. in
Denver, Colo.
PAUL KRABBENHOFT 7 6 is a field representative fo r
Eastern Idaho Production Credit Assn. He is w orking'in the
Idaho Falls office.
MIKE LOUTTIT 76 is enrolled in the American Graduate
School o f International Management in Glendale, Ariz.
ELIZABETH SCHAENEN 7 6 has enrolled at American
Graduate School of International Management in Glendale,
Ariz.

oirths
Megan Alyce to Travis and CYNTHIA CONRAD BROWN
71.
Amy to MICHAEL 73 and KAREN STROM BURTON 72.
Geoffrey Michael to RONALD '68 and LINDA LUOMA
COLEMAN '68.
Ty Curtis to Beth and ROBERT CONKLIN JR. '74.

RICHARD STAM '50 was elected vice president of
the Harris Bank, in Chicago, III., and is a member o f
the corporate trust division of the bank's trust
division. He lives in Wheaton, III.
N ovem ber 1976

Melissa Ann to Roger and KATHLEEN GALLAGHER
CORWIN '69.
Douglas Glenn to A. E. and HELEN CLAPP CURRY '69.
Jessica Lyn to CLARK M.A. 72 and LESLIE BOX FERRELL 71.
Jeffrey Warden to Penny and PETER GANS '64.
M atthew to M r. and Mrs. NEIL HARRINGTON '69.
Britta to GARY 72 and JULENE NEWLAND PYFER '69, M .A.
71.
Nicole Rae to ROBERT 71, J.D. 76 and JEANNE PYFER 72.
Jason Paul to CHARLES W. *69, J.D. 75 and LORNA
SCHUYLER 73,
Scott Michael to Marty and MARK STERGOIS 72.

marriages
JUDY ALLEY 74 and Art Snare.
EILEEN AMES 72 and Edward Hertel.
CATHERINE ASK '75 and Charles Hasskamp.
KAREN LUND 76 and HENRY BALLARD 76.
TERESA BERG 75 and Hamish Guthrie.
MARGARET BRICK 76 and Robert Foote.
Kathryn Jensen and THOMAS BUDEWITZ '74.
Lori M elnarik and THAD BUTCHER 76.
TERESA SWEENEY 76 and STEVEN CHAPMAN 75.
Kerry Anderson and WILLIAM CONRAD 75.
Alice Anderson and E. GREGORY CULP 74.
SUSAN ENGLISH 72 and SCOTT DAHMER 72.
Sherrie Dean and BRUCE DAVIS 75.
ELAINE SCHULER 72 and MARK ELWAY 73.
Kim Gavne and WAYNE FINK 71.
Kay Dombroski and DUANE FROJEN '65.
MYRTLE RAE W ILSON J.D. 7 5 and CLARENCE
GREENWOOD J.D. 70.
SHEILA STEPHENS 76 and STEVEN HALL 75.
Janice Smith and GLENN HAUGO 75.
PATRICIA HIRNING '67 and Terry Kimzey.
Bette Tintinger and GORDON HOVEN '65.
Patricia Curran and WES HU.LLA 74.
Judy McGinnis and KERMIT HUMMEL 76.
Stacey Needham and RANDAL JACOBS JR. '69.
STACEY TOWLE 75 and ROBERT JOVICK 75.
Mary Wheeler and KERRY KIRKLAND 73.
JANE MICHELLE KOLAR 71 and Bellino Ramaglia.
PEGGY LESTER 73 and Scott Colvin.
Cheryl Young and JON UNDUSKA 74.
Linda Peters and GREGORY LUCOTCH 74.
Kristine Gaarder and DONALD MacINTYRE 73.
Jocelyn Sajor and JAMES McNICHOLAS 73.
Annette Salisbury and FRANK MARRON 75.
Leslie Tyanich and JOHN MORAN 7 2 ..
LACHLAN MURPHY 72 and Rodney Bonander.
Shirley Wall and STEPHEN NELSON 70.
Kim Erickson and THOMAS NORBY 75.
MERLE LYN NYGARD 70 and Richard Thompson.
CAROL O H M AN 73 and Robert Bender.
SUSAN PFAU 76 and JON OLDENBURG 75.
KARIN OLSEN 74 and Patrick M urry.
KAREN PETELIN 74 and Jerry Rutherford.
Marlene Boles and DOUGLAS PHILLIP 75.
Kari Selvig and STEVE RALSTON 74.
SAMANTHA-SCHROEDER 70 and Jerry Oltman.
CAROLYN FRY '64 and DUANE SEVERSON '58.
MARSHA SPICHER 71 and John Badger.
Leila Lane and PATRICK MARRINAN 75.
MAUREEN THOMPSON '74 and Philip Watt.
JANE CAREY 73 and RICHARD THOMPSON 76.
GAYLE TRAFFORD '74 and Robert Ashabraner.
Linda Koenen and AMES TREADWAY 74.
JANE WALTON 73 and Dick Bras.
Laurel Fuher and RONALD WELLS 74.
Carolyn Cochrane and CHARLES YEGEN 75.

deaths
HELEN ADE x '44 died Sept. 14 in W ichita Falls, Tex. She
was 84.
JOHN C. BAKER '29 died Aug. 29 in Sun City, Ariz.
MICHAEL CLAPP '35 died in Pittsfield, Mass., Feb. 11. His
brother, DANIEL CLAPP '32, died in London, England, Aug.
27.
SYLVIA BAKKEBY GRAHAM '22 died July 28 in Beaver, Pa.
She had taught school in Moccasin and Park City.
DONALD LANDER '67 died Sept. 9 near Sandpoint, Idaho.
He was Bible Church pastor at Hot Springs.
MELVIN LORD '27 died July 28 in Carmichael, Calif. He
and his wife. M yrtle, established several years ago the M el
and M yrtle Lord Scholarship, awarded annually to
journalism students at the University.
EDITH TASH RAMSEY '26 died Aug. 23 in Salem, Ore. She
was a retired school teacher.
BRADLEY REYNOLDS '48 died July 21 in Helena. He was
owner and pharmacist of Reynolds Drug. He was 57.
PAUL SCHRAMMECK '57, superintendent o f schools in
the Sunburst area, died Aug. 28 in Great Falls.
VERNON SPENCER '42, author, lecturer, and hospital
administrator, died Aug. 14 in New Ytrk City, N. Y.
HELEN STRUCKMAN '55 died Aug. 20 in Salt Lake City,
Utah. She taught education courses fo r 14 years at Western
Montana College in Dillon before her recent retirement.
WILLIAM WADE '47 died May 31. He was a retired Foreign
Service O fficer and served as executive vice president o f the
O uter Banks Chamber o f Commerce in Kitty Hawk, N. C.,
from 1969 to 1973. He lived in Manteo, N. C.
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bugged and so might be any place large enough to
house a microphone. After a while the paranoia will
become routine. Be careful not to mention the names
of any Russian you become friendly with in your hotel
room.
The people remain friendly to you even though the
stores set aside for tourists have items rarely found in
the Russian common market—and at cheaper prices.
The clerks seem a bit resentful selling you what they
can't have.
You will probably be surprised to find the Russian
people fashion-conscious and materialistic. Young
people will be quick to ask you, “ How come your
Levis don't have bell bottoms?"
“ Because I like straights."
“ You mean you could have had bell bottoms but
got those instead?"
Later that afternoon, a Russian hanging out of a cab
offers you 60 rubles ($90) for that same pair of Levi's.
And that's without bells!
It soon becomes clear to you that the Russian
national pastime is the same as ours: trying to get
around the system. The difference is they have more
to get around. They must have contacts to get
dungarees. If you get friendly enough with a Russian,
he might take you to his apartment and pull out a copy
of Don McLean's American Pie. The hottest group
around is the Beatles. A Beatle album might cost a
Russian $60.
As you walk, you see tremendous lines on the

streets and in the stores. Good items are scarce in
Russia and worth waiting in line for—when they are
available. People will travel incredible distances on
rumor of fresh fruit in the city. You see a woman
carrying a bushel of Sunkist lemons under her arms.
She will distribute the rare fortune among her
relatives and neighbors.
You walk into a department store. The two longest
lines are for Polish-made men's shirts and padded bras
with elastic straps. The longer the line the better the
product.
In the beer and kuas (fermented black bread) line,
you meet a man who explains that when the clerk
hands you your mug of beer you must chug it down
right away, then give the mug back so the clerk can fill
it again and give it to the next person in line.
After a kuas he feels friendly and invites you to his
apartment. He and his wife and child share a tworoom apartment with his parents. He has been on the
waiting list three years for an apartment of his own,
but the building hasn't been finished yet. The Russians
are slow workers. (Moscow's skyline is filled with idle
cranes.)
Almost everybody lives in high-rise apartments. In
the country there are still some private homes, but
they are becoming less common as the people are
forced into apartments.
Your friend takes you for a walk. As you walk past a
store, you overhear one Russian woman remark to
another: “ I knew there wasn't anything good in there,
there weren't any lines."
Both of you continue walking. He shows you the
parks, the movie houses. You notice familiar titles,
“ My Fair Lady" and “ The Great Race." Near the ballet
there is a theatre with the musical “ West Side Sory."
You pass a storefront marked “ Birch Tree Shop."
You can't see inside. But outside you can count
13...14...15 large black limousines. Another pulls up.
The door opens and out steps a lady about 40-years
old wearing furs, jewelry and make-up.
“ What's in there?" you ask.
Your friend doesn't answer and keeps walking. A
little further down the street he quietly says: “ That
store is for high government officials, athletes,
scholars, cosmonauts and other privileged."
Later on you ask the others in your group and learn
the food and goods in those stores are cheaper, of a
greater variety and, in some cases, impossible to get in
stores for the people.
You and your Russian friend have walked across
town and are tired. You ride the mass transit system to
get back. It is much better than the highly praised
systems of Western Europe. For five kopecks (seven or
eight cents) you can travel anywhere in Russia.
Back near the hotel you and your friend part. He to
his two-room apartment to listen to today's “ Voice of
America" short-wave broadcast, and you to your
electronically monitored privacy. Wanting to take a
shower,,you put on your bathrobe, walk through the
lobby and into the basement communal showers. If
you don't like showering with worms, don't look
down. At least the water's hot.
On the plane again, headed home. You and
everyone else are quiet, not only on the plane but
during your three days in London. You're not used to
talking freely indoors. But despite the government
restrictions, you got to know the people, and you
realize if we, as a country, are ever to get along with
the U. S. S. R., we've got to understand the people.
The plane lands in the USA. It's good to be home
again.
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Russia in real life: lines,
hidden microphones, friendly people
by Kerry Leichtman
If you take courses In French there are plenty of
people around to speak French with, but what do you
do if you speak Russian? Go to Russia—of course.
Twenty-one UM students and one faculty member
spent six weeks in the U.S.S.R. this past summer in
conjunction with the newly formed major, Soviet
Area Studies. While in Russia the students took
language courses taught by Russian tutors for six
University credits. They also could pick up a few
credits in political science.
But the trip was meant for them to see Russia and to
speak Russian with Russians. For those of us who
missed the plane, welcome to a later flight.
Your first stop is London for three days. But lots of
people go to England, so you spend most of your time
getting ready for landing in Leningrad.
The plane lands at 11:30 p.m., dawn. It has been
dawn for an hour and a half and will stay that way for
another two hours. But that's no problem. You have
been briefed to expect this. Northern Russia is at the
end of the White Nights—the time of year when the
sun never goes down. You step out of the plane in the
Russian air. It's a chilly evening—or day. You are fed
some snacks at the airport and then driven to
Leningrad. The drive takes an hour. No one falls
asleep.
You pull into Leningrad. You've studied it so closely
you recognize the huge European-looking buildings.
You can't wait to walk on the streets, touch the brick
and talk with the people. The people.. .you get a little
nervous, realize you're tired and decide to go to sleep
and get a fresh start in the morning.
At six o'clock in the morning you are blasted out of
bed by the Soviet National Anthem. Soviet radio has
only one station and only one knob on the radio—on
and off. The station had signed off before you got to
the hotej and you didn't know that the radio knob you
played With was the volume control until six a.m.
Good morning.
You wake invigorated and refreshed. You look
outside to see what Leningrad is like in real life. It feels
cold and misty damp, with skies as grey as a comrade
from the revolution. You are brave and step out into
the morning.
There they are: the Russians. People actually live
here. You walk a little. It seems like any place would
that you're not familiar with: Paris, Chile, Leningrad or
Trenton, New Jersey; it's all Greek.
The streets are quieter than at home although there
are plenty of cars and plenty of people all making
normal car and people noises. You walk a couple of
blocks and then realize the quiet. There is no
advertising. The shoemaker's shop has a sign over it
that simply says, “ Shoemaker." The only billboards to
be seen are those that say: (phonetic translation)
Reshenia dvadsat-pyaty syezd (Kah Peh S S)-v zhizni.
In English that means, “ (we will fulfill) The decisions of
the twenty-fifth Party Congress—in our lifetime."
The best way to start up a conversation with a
Russian is to ask directions. Recognizing your accent
as American, they will be very friendly and willing to
talk—outdoors.
It's common knowledge that your hotel room is

A Moscow street scene.
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“ The Worker and the Girl from the Collective Farm," a
monument in Moscow, Russia.

" Ivan the Great" belltower at the Kremlin in Moscow,
Russia.

